fshould
Sharpithelluckyfsod¥go




Photography: John Colley




e Roger Clark RallySprint track at
Silverstone, three days after the Scottish
~Rally. Sweatbeads trickled down my

~ browas the crash helmet was lifted off.

_ I'd just clambered from behind the wheel
ofthe Very Seat Ibiza Eva 2 Kit Car which Gwyndaf,
Evans would have driven to victory in Scetland, had

a cruel engine misfire on the final stage notforced

him into second place.

“That was just fantastic!” opined a rally wag as

he walked over to where | stood next to the Evo 2 in
my racing pyjamas. There was more than a hint of
cynicism lying beavy in his wards. | quickly turned
the conversation to the subject of accounting
which, according to the Concise Oxfard Dictionary
is, in the verbal sense, the ‘process ar art of
keeping and verifying accounts.’

“Ahyes, accounting,” countered my colleaque,
now a successful businessman: “You do it because
you've got to make somebady happy. | remember
when | was setting up my business, I hadto.
constantly remind my aceountant that wha+t
wanted to know was good news. | kept' avingto

_ say: ‘Don‘ttell me < boutt

1 depressing stuff: give
me a happ'_accobi

But, | aldor _ “ha Were we doing talking about
number-crunching ust a.cer |'d driven an Evo 2
Seat'. aKitC _,the first journo and only the
se~cad pe +.am person to do s0? We should have
JEF,' « Senssing high rpmigrunt, traction out of
h ifpir 57flying abilities and levels of stability in long
cu...<rs. But we were talking about accounts.

In truth, the account we were talking about was

this one. How the hell | was going to write that |

. Mark Wood, middle pic, is a Seat Cupra Sport

team mechanic... and one brave bloke; Mark

-agreé‘d' t‘t‘i-.s'it'ﬂ‘eﬂ to L‘CL" during test drive

had |ust thrashed Gwyndaf's Seat within very yards
of its life. At least I could console myselfthat it had
been yards, rather than inches..

Gary Savage, the Seat Cupra Sport hass, had.
trusted me with his precious car: Steve Black, its
preparation boss, had already intimated that
Gwyndaf's tarmac testing schedule for Ulster and
the Manxwould be stuffed if he didn't get that ex-
Scoltish engine for his testing. And Gwyndaf was
just four paliry points behind Martin Rowe in the
British Championship... my kneecaps do a pretly
good job at the moment; there was na way you'd
find me anywhere near buzzing that motor.

So | didn’t buzz the mator. Still suffering from its
Scottish misfire, that Heini Mader-prepared Seat
twin-cam never got a chance te take too deep a
breath with my right foot controlling it

Howvever, as the photographic evidence at ‘JT's
jump’r_ “as, Lwasn't driving that slowly.

My ¢ ive ws - certainly enough to give me an idea
YTyus: hawritch of a mega-machine Gwyndaf's
kv 2reaiiyis. .. and | can still bend my legs.

Master class

Before my drive, I'd already got a feelmg for how
good the Ibiza Evo 2 is, having sat next to Mr Evans
in the car around the RallySprint track, This turned
out to be a particularly entertaining episode,
containing a bonus | shall not forget for a long time.

~ Whenever that Gwyndaf arin comes out, you just

know there’s a hit of fun behind it. This was ane of

: those times.

Straight off, Gwyndaf blasted nut on to the
track, left-foating the _brak_es to getthem up to
temperature. ltwas purely by chance that this was
just after a journo colleague shot pastthe track
entry point in.one of Seat’s Super Six Ibizas. The
two Seat rally cars were the only ongs on the track.
| looked at Gwyndaf: he looked at me, the grin was
already there; the words didn't need saying... we
had two RallySprint track optians — the outside, or
the inside. My bonny journo mate (well, he wasa
mate until | wrote thisl) dived his Super Six Seat
into the inner track. Guess which one we took...

a World Rally Car...

Next year, the Mobil 1 British Rally Championship will follow the lead of the World series and time all
rally cars to tenths of a second. As the pace of the competition in this year's Scottish Rally proved
conclusively, this is a wise decision. In fact, the title could rest on it...
Drivers were on their own pace notes in the Scottish forests. Derek Ringer’s been about. He
co-drove winner Martin Rowe and co-drove Colin to his World title in 95. So Derek knows what’s
quick and what's not. After the Scottish, Derek’s opinion of the pace was, “This is bloody quick!”
Jarmo Kytélehto knows the British forests well, too. His opinion of the pace? “Incredible!”
In '91 Gwyndaf Evans was 90% set for a Group N World Rally Championship assault. When it all
went pear-shaped at the last minute, that had absolutely nothing to do with Gwyndaf. Severe
disappointment understates his feelings at that time; had the drive happened Gwyndaf is pretty
confident he'd be mixing it with the likes of Colin and Tommi today...
going to let himself be disappointed big-style again. But, given the chink of an opportunity of a World
programme today, the Welshman has admitted he would ‘grab it for sure; no question about it!’
Gwyndaf freely admits that drivers on the top line of the World Rally Championship have the jump
start on him because of event experience but, “I honestly believe that the way that we’re going now in
the British Championship, the pace won’t have to change much. Y'know, I'll have to just do the same in
if | did the same performance in a World Rally Car as we were doing at the
weekend on the Scottish Rally, we would be there or thereabouts (on a World rally), I'm sure. Or, if you
like, put Richard Burns in a Formula 2 car in the British Championship and, with all due respect to him —
and | have a lot of respect for him — | think he would still be swapping seconds with us.”

and there’s no way Gwyndaf is

90
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::.‘ second word going th
."style as he: saw mtrrorstull of Evu 2 anduﬁwyndaf It

onthe mam circuits every in was now. atworkmﬂ
. temperature Gwyndaf putting it on the plateat
~ where it starts to work as it should. Imm __iate.
~ was obvious that here was one very < ‘able’* "‘a.,
o with a front-drive chassis capable of coneral
~ precision the like of which blesses very fe: - ~.aers.

 rightup atthe Paddack end, the controlled
- messages coming back from the Evo 2's rear end
~ were as explicit and almost as much to the point as
- its driveris when explaining a car dynamicto an

full-green with Super Six rbsza. ‘Whee bump, e m the Sea : ‘Although it brave techmman For i
' ;_'zwen’(gently into the bank. In amere nanosecond & vitche: )
. Gwyndaf's mind went. fmm ‘change-trajectory-

o Six Ihiza’s bodywork wasn't damaged atallanda
- quick glance confirmed that neither were the
. occupants. No need to stop. Grin now.gone,
- Gwyndaf's head moved slightly forwardsashe =~

“map-induced intermittent engine misfire, itwas
_ obvious that the Evo 2's 2-litre Kit engine had

 CCC SEPTEMBER 199

: Poor bugger yau pﬂuid almost hear that_;
rough his head Fast Show

Coming out of the tarmac-to-gravel sweeping

enginesr atatest session. o
Barrellmg on down, aiming rightto avoidthe

elite  good unusual flexdbility. Marls My word!
ump Suddeniy, nght— ] o] an & age was coming through loud InMatk Wood, Seat | ra pnrth

from-right-round-jump-to-left-over-jumy ’*0 keep- .
full-right; avoid-stopped-green-ca

It had been such a gentle bump that the Super .

y afa reed with me that the Evo 2's
| least up with the best of the
not the best With Gwyndaf

sent the Evo 2 into attack mode. Apart from the




sec to 15 see delay before the upchange
gear cut comes in again. ..

Going down the ‘box was a different
matter though. It took a while hefore [was
confident of catching & lower gear without a
tad of help from the cluteh. And then, even
when | had the confidence, it took a bit more

< iper luous, the next clutchless upchanges
became easy so quickly you'd think I'd just driven
(0 the track in a car with a sequential dog ‘box.
The gear cut would help on my rare full-throttle
upchanges. And | wouldn't be hampered by the 10

16-valve settled into a smooth idle. A lap to
_ tamiliarise myself with the gearchange, steerir 4
and hrakes; then a spot of car-to-car sp” . Jery

about 7000rpm Flrsr T

then pedal to the... er, ¢
up, | used the c[utch hen, feails:ng thavwas

time for me to realise just how hard you've

got to slam that lever forwards to get it in the gear.
I simply hadn't sussed the amount of effort which
goes into those firm little hand-palm whacks
Gwyndaf uses when changing down. Although not
super-close, the ratios are in much closer proximity
than most Europeans prefer when engaging in i
intercourse of the verbal variety.

Today's top Kit Car engines can run well
above 9000rpm, and the competitive ones
produce their power peaks not that far from ;
there, The Seat engine is no exception, but it also
impressed me, in particular, with its low-rpm
tractability. There are no warries applying Wlde
throttle angles abeve a comparatively low.
4000rpm; and power delivery is commendablv
clean and constant.

On dialling good grunt out of the Seat 16-
valve, however, the awesome nature of that
grunt shows immediately at the steering wheel. ‘
Not that anything untoward happens, just that the |
fat figures of urge being forced through the twao :
front wheels onto gravel or slippy tarmac give
notice of their scale sufficient to concentrate this
mind wonderfully. | already had immense respect
for Gwyndaf Evans’ abilities. After a few tentative
prods into the power band he uses most ofthe
time, my respect is tinged with awe.

From my ride with Evans, | knew the cha‘ssis_' ¢

- was good. But with such an impressively flexible

and powerful engine inside it, it needs to be.

it
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Put any one of the Brit Champ drivers in a
pukka works World Rally Car in an event in
the UK forests and ask yourself. would you
miss the spectacle? That's exactly the
question Seat UK's marketing manager, Gary
Savage, asked himself. He could see no
option, Seat UK just had to have a Seat WRC
for Gwyndaf to use in the British forests.

But such a car cannot compete in the
British Championship today and anyway,
how would you feel if you were running a
turbo four-wheel-drive rally car in the Mintex
Championship and a works WRCar came
and stuffed you — even if it wasn't registered
for Championship points? Sure there would
be publicity, but it would be negative
publicity. Manufacturers with WRCars would
need to weigh that up.

At the end of this year, Ford and Subaru
will have done two World Rally Championship
seasons with WRCars, Toyota one-and-a-half;
and the Group A Mitsubishi technology is

certainly not off the pace either. At the end of
this year the World Rally Championship will
have welcomed the Seat WRC to its fold, and

will be looking forward to arrivals of the Skoda

WRCar, the Peugeot WRCar, the Hyundai
WRCar and the Nissan WRCar.

With modern Kit Cars, the Mobil 1 British
Rally Championship today is stunningly
competitive and fast. It is the pinnacle
national series and it deserves to stay so. And
to do that, it needs to retain its current, very
strong manufacturer support.

But today's top Kit Cars are approaching
the cost of good four-wheel-drive turbo cars.
It is now that the Championship should be
looking very closely indeed at enabling four-
wheel-drive turbo rally cars to compete again.

Gwyndaf Evans agrees. “While | was
initially sceptical about Formula 2, it's proved
to be 100% right. But | virtually say now that
next year it requires WRCar. It’s ready... and
there’s got to be two divisions because,

unfortunately for Formula 2, it's become so
expensive. It's so close to WRCar costs you
might as well run WRCars, because there are
seveh or eight manufacturers already with

a WRCar, even if it's only in test and
development. But there's still room there for
Formula 2.”

In aiding manufacturers to come to the
World rally party, the World Rally Car
regulations have massively increased the
fertility of top rally cars with four-wheel-drive
and turbochargers. As more and more
WRCars appear, by definition specialist
suppliers will concentrate on developing
components for rally cars of that
configuration. Teams running Kit Cars will
either need to increase funding significantly
or switch to WRCars. And many will still wish
to contest a national rally series.

And if that doesn’t happen in Britain,
it will happen for sure in a national rally
championship elsewhere...






